
 

Marin County Law Library 

Notice of Monthly Meeting 
ACTING LIBRARY DIRECTOR: 
Laurie Vaala-Olsen 

 

 

. 

Call to Order* 

 1. Approval of Minutes 

 1.1 February 23, 2015 Minutes 

2. Open Forum: Opportunity for Comments from Public 

3. Board of Trustees Matters 

4. Financial Report 

 3.1 February Fiscal Report 

 3.2  March Warrants 

 4. Librarian's Report: 

 4.1 Contract with Inland - Report re Disputed Invoices 

 4.2  Monthly IT Maintenance Inspection by SPTJ 

 5. Unfinished Business: 

5.1 Action Item: Appropriate Funds Received in October 2014 to Specific 

Line Item Accounts in 2014-15 Budget. 

 5.2 Action Item: Approve Proposed Contract With SPTJ for IT 

Maintenance & Support 

 5.3 Action Item: Approve Purchase of New Editions of Selected Nolo Press 

Publications 

 5.4 Action Item: Compensation for Additional Hours - Acting Law Library 

Director 

5.5 Action Item: Approve Replacement of 2 Outdated Public Computers 

and Updated Software 

 5.6 Security Measures: Discuss Options 

 5.7 Prospects for Fundraising: Membership Program, Friends Program, 

Other 

Marin County Law Library  Board of Trustees 

Monday, March 16, 2015 at 5:15 p.m. BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

Steven Schoonover, Esq. 
Samuel Ware, Esq. 

 Alexandria Quam, Esq. 

 Robert Begley, Esq. 
 Elliot Bien, Esq. Trudy Verzosa, Esq 



 

 5.8 Discussion: Hiring Permanent Law Library Director 

 5.9 Discussion: Outdated USCA Books 

 
This meeting may be recorded as authorized by the Government Code. 

Page 1 of 2 

6. New Business: 

6.1 Action Item: Elect President and Vice-President of Board 

6.2 Action Item: Appropriate Community Service Funds to Salaries to 

Support Increase in Library Operating Hours 

6.3 Discussion: Acting Law Library Director Health Care Benefits 

6.4 Discussion: Brown Act 

6.5 Discussion: Marin County Bar Assn. Law Library Committee 

6.6 Action Item: Resolution re Certificate of Appreciation to Ben Gale 

7. Adjournment 

If requested, pursuant to Government Code Section 54953.2, this agenda shall he made available 
in appropriate alternativefbrmats to persons with a disability, as required hy Section 202 of the 



 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Section 12132), and the federal rules and 
regulations adopted in implementation thereof. To make a request for disability related 
modification or accommodation, please contact the librarian at (415) 499-6356 in advance ofthe 
meeting. 
A complete packet of information containing reports and exhibits related to each item is available 
for public review at least 72 hours prior to the meeting or, in the event that it is delivered to the 
Law Library Trustees less than 72 hours prior to a Meeting, as soon as it is so delivered. The 
packet is available at thefront desk of the Marin County Law Library. 

 

 Page 2 of 2 MCLL March 2015 Agenda 

Regular Meeting of the 

Board of Law Library Trustees 

COUNTY OF MARIN 

ACTING LIBRARY DIRECTOR. of Marin County 
Laurie Vaala-Olsen BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

Benjamin Gale, President 
A California Independent Public Agency Under Steven Schoonover, Esq. 

Business & Professions Code Section 6300 et seq. Sam Ware, Esq. 
Alexandria Quam, Esq. 
Robert Begley, Esq. 

 Monday, February 23, 2015, at 5:15 p.m. Elliot Bien, Esq. 

Present: Ben Gale, Steven Schoonover, Alexandria Quam, Bob Begley, 

Elliot Bien, and Laurie Vaala-Olsen, Acting Secretary. 

Absent: Sam Ware 

Also Present: Bill Hale 

Call to Order 

Ben Gale called the meeting to order at 5:22 p.m., and thereafter presided. 

1. Approval of the Minutes 

1.1 The January 12, 2015 Minutes were circulated and 
reviewed. Robert moved to adopt the Minutes as presented, and Alexandria 
seconded. The motion passed, with 4 Ayes, 0 Noes and 1 Abstention. 

1.2 The January 20, 2015 Minutes were circulated and 
reviewed. Elliot moved to adopt the Minutes as presented, and Alexandria 



 

seconded the motion. The motion passed, with 4 Ayes, 0 Noes, and 1 
Abstention. 

1.3 The Minutes of the February 11, 2015 Special Meeting were 
circulated and reviewed. Following some discussion, Elliot moved to adopt the 
Minutes as presented, and Robert seconded. The motion passed with 3 Ayes, 0 Noes, 
and 2 Abstentions. 

2. Open Forum 

Ben called for comment by the non-Board members attending the meeting, but none 
was offered. 

 3.0 Financial Report 
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 3. 1 January 2015 Fiscal Report 

Laurie presented the January fiscal report. Filing Fees were again low at 

$12,812.89. However, the Law Library is still operating close to its budget. 

3.2 Warrants 

The Board reviewed a schedule of warrants for payment in February. Laurie 
pointed out that most of the warrants are routine monthly payments, with the 
exception of CEB and Inland. The amount we are paying to Inland is based on 
Sam's calculations pursuant to meter readings of the various copy and print 
machines that were taken on February 5th . Sam drafted a letter to Inland to 
accompany the payment, which Laurie transferred to Law Library letterhead for 
Ben's signature. Elliot moved to approve payment of the February warrants as 
presented, and Robert seconded. The motion passed with 4 Ayes, 0 Noes, and 1 
Abstention. 

4. Librarian's Report: 

4.1 New Hire: Part-time Library Assistant Elizabeth Guagenti 

Laurie reported that she had hired a new part-time Library Assistant, Elizabeth 
Guagenti, who started last Wednesday. Elizabeth comes to the Law Library with a 
J.D. degree, several years of experience working at two public libraries in Marin, 
and excellent references. There was concern expressed regarding whether a 
background check on Elizabeth had been performed. It had not. Laurie stated she 
had performed a Google search of Elizabeth's name. The Board believes it is 
necessary to carry out background checks on all new employees, and advised 
Laurie to contact Sheila Lichtblau at the County 

Counsel's office regarding how to perform one. In addition, Alexandria requested 
that some consistent, standard hiring practices be instituted for all future hires, 
and that the practices be made Law Library Policy. 

4.2 Projected Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 

Laurie presented the Projected Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016, which 
was approved at a Special Meeting of the Board on February 1 1, 2015. There was 
some discussion about various figures in the Budget. 

4.3 Contract with Inland 

Laurie reported that the only response she has received from Inland to Ben's 
January 29, 2015 letter regarding the Law Library's disagreement with the 
charges in Inland's Invoices, is an email from the Collections Specialist, which 
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included a Statement of Account, and copies of the same invoices that we 
already had. Sam has drafted a second letter to Inland for Ben's signature, that 

 

2015  
again states the Law Library's reasons for paying them less than what they are 
claiming in the invoices. 

4.4 Monthly IT Maintenance Check by SPTJ 

Laurie reported on Chien's monthly maintenance check of the internet network 
for the computers. Chien also performed some work on the computers to restore 
their settings to what he had set as the default settings, as they had been changed 
and there were problems with printing documents. 

Laurie also reported on a software program that Chien advised installing on the 
public computers to automatically restore their default settings to the original 
settings established by Chien every time a person logs off the computer. Robert 
moved to approve the purchase and installation of the Trend Software program 
for each of the Law Library's computers at a cost of $429.80. The motion passed 
with 4 Ayes, O Noes, and 1 Abstention. 

Laurie then presented the contract for consulting services with Chien Liew, which 
is based on the two proposals that Chien made to the Board in December 2014. 
Robert requested that language be added to item 8.c. to require that Chien 
provide proof of Worker's Compensation Insurance. There was discussion 
regarding item 2.C., the purchase and installation of computer software to 
restore the patron use computers to their original state following each user 
session. At this point, Laurie reported that the Trend software she had described 
in the preceding paragraph was an anti-virus program, and not for restoring the 
computers to their original settings after each patron user session. Elliot then 
moved to rescind the vote on the Trend software, and Alexandria seconded. The 
motion passed, with 4 Ayes, 0 Noes, and 1 Abstention. Due to the uncertainty 
about the two software programs, as well as a request to negotiate a lower fee 
for installation of one of the programs, approval of the contract was tabled until 
the March meeting. 

At this point the Board went into Closed Session. 

4.5 CCCLL Annual Meeting March 22 -24, 2015 

Laurie presented an itemized expense report for attending the 2015 Annual 
Meeting of the Council of California County Law Librarians in Sacramento. She 
plans to apply for a $250 Grant to reduce the cost of attending the event, and 
requested that the Board approve spending $362.00 to cover the remainder of her 
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expenses. There was discussion in which board members expressed support for 
attending this meeting, noting that Jason had found it very worthwhile. Bob 
moved to approve the expenditure of $362 for Laurie to attend the Annual 
Meeting of CCCLL in Sacramento from March 22 nd to the 24th , and Elliot seconded. 
The motion passed with 4 Ayes, 0 Noes, and 1 Abstention. 

 
5. Unfinished Business 

5.1 ACTION ITEM: Appropriate Funds Received in October 2014 to 

Specific Line Item Accounts in 2014-2015 Budqet. 

Laurie presented a description of the funds to be appropriated and the budget line 
items to which they would be appropriated. Following discussion regarding the 
proposed use of the funds, as well as alternate uses for the funds, the matter was 
tabled until the March meeting. 

5.2 ACTION ITEM: Approve Proposed Contract With SPTJ for IT 

Maintenance & Support 

See item 4.4, as this item was discussed during the Librarian's Report. 

5.3 ACTION ITEM: Approve Purchase of Replacement Copies of 

Stolen Books 

Due to the high cost of the books on the list, the Board inquired whether it was 
necessary to replace the books, especially in light of the fact that the state code 
books and the publications by West could be accessed on line. The Board also 
questioned the $506 cost to replace Volume Two of the Rutter Group Landlord 
Tenant Law, believing it to be too high. Laurie will check into this further and 
report back to the Board in March. 

5.4 ACTION ITEM: Compensation for Additional Hours — Acting Law 

Library Director 

This item was tabled until the March meeting. 

5.5 ACTION ITEM: Approve Return to Former Library Operating Hours 

Laurie presented a proposal to restore the Law Library's operating hours, which 
would return the Tuesday and Thursday hours to 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., and the 
Friday hours to 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., effective March 1 st . A robust discussion 
ensued, during which it was pointed out that the Law Library recently received 
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funds from the County specifically for the purpose of maintaining the library's 
hours of operation and providing services. There was an inquiry regarding 
alternative uses for the money, such as increasing the salary paid for library staff 
in order to attract the most highly qualified individuals, and in purchasing security 
equipment to safeguard the Law Library's collection from further theft. It was 
reported that the trend for law libraries is to be open fewer hours because of the 
continuing problem with funding. Alexandria requested that future appeals to the 
County for funding for the Law Library be arrived at following discussion of the 
funding proposal and pursuant to consensus of the board. It was then moved by 

 
Elliot to approve restoration of the Law Library's former operating hours to 8:30 
to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and 8:30 to 5:00 p.m. on Fridays. Robert 
seconded. The motion passed with 3 Ayes, 1 No, and 1 Abstention. 

5.6 Security Measures to Prevent Book Theft 

Laurie reported on her efforts to date to secure a second book gate for the Law 
Library's internal door to the hallway. Alexandria checked the door in the 
conference room, and discovered that it is not alarmed. Laurie will check with 
Dorren Hill regarding the lack of an alarm for the conference room door, as well 
as possible other security measures for the Law Library. Ben again suggested that 
a sign be placed near the internal door to the hallway advising patrons that they 
may be subject to search upon leaving the Law Library. Laurie expressed concern 
about confronting patrons who may have mental health issues that would cause 
them to react in a threatening way. Laurie was encouraged to find a way to 
confront one of the Law Library's regular patrons who is known to have stolen 
books in the past, and to request that she return the stolen books in order to 
avoid investigation and prosecution. The former Law Library Director had 
previously informed the Board that this approach was effective in obtaining 
return of the books in the past. 

5.7 Prospects for Law Library Membership Proqram 

Following a brief discussion of the pros and cons of a Law Library Membership 
Program versus a Friends of the Law Library Fundraising program, this item was 
tabled until the March meeting. 

6. New Business 

6.1 ACTION ITEM: Approve Boards & Commissions Annual Report 

FY 

2015-16 
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Laurie presented the Boards and Commissions Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2015-
16, and thanked Elliot and Ben for their work on the document. There were no 
suggested changes to the report. Elliot moved that the Boards and Commissions 
Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2015-16 be approved as presented, and Robert 
seconded. The motion passed with 4 Ayes, 0 Noes, and 1 Abstention. 

6.2 ACTION ITEM: Approve Replacement of 2 Outdated Computers 

Laurie presented a proposal to purchase two refurbished computers from Renew 
Computers to replace the two outdated computers available for public use that 
presently run Windows XP, which is no longer supported by Microsoft. The Board 
questioned whether it is necessary to replace these two computers, and 

 



 

 

 

PROJECTED CREDITS 

GL No. 4310215 Court Filing Fees  $14,000.00 

GL No. 4410125 Interest  $14.00 

GL No. 4710113 Photo Copies  $583.33 

GL No. 4710113 Book Sales  $17.50 

GL No. 4710615 Donations  $41.66 

GL No. 4631810 Proctoring  $80.00 

GL No. 4631810 Fax & Paper Sales  $96.25 

GL No. 4631810 Conference Room  $45.00 

GL No. 4631810 Other Income  $0.00 

 Totalho  Crediß   

ACTUAL CREDITS 

GL No. 4310215 Court Filing Fees  $13,448.58 

GL No. 4410125 Interest  $0.00 

GL No. 4710113 Photo Copies  $179.00 

GL No. 4710113 Book Sales  $60.00 

GL No. 4710615 Donations  $0.00 

GL No. 4631810 Proctoring  $224.00 

GL No. 4631810 Fax & Paper Sales  $12.00 

GL No. 4631810 Conference Room  $735.00 

GL No. 4631810 Other Income  $221.10 

 GL No. 4810110 Transfer In  $15,000.00 

Total  79.68 

Difference Between Projected and Actual Credits  $15 001.94 

   

     

Libr Director 5110110 $3,120.00 $0.00 $3,120.00 
Overtime 5120110 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Libr Staff 5110210 $2,730.00 $4,925.00 -$2,195.00 
Retirement/Director 5130510 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Social Security 5140140 $362.70 $305.35 $57.35 
Medicare 5140141 $84.83 $71.41 $13.42 
Health Benefits 5130120 $199.00 $0.00 $199.00 
Workers Com ensation 5140115 $117.00 $0.00 $117.00 



 

Unem 10 ent 5140145 $187.20 $0.00 $187.20 

StaffE 73 $5 1.7 $L498,97 

   

     

Insurance 5210510 $541.66 $804.75 -$263.09 
Posta e/Pet Cash 5220146 $25.00 $0.00 $25.00 
Office Su lies 5220110 $375.00 $786.07 -$411.07 
Pro •ects 5220110 $25.00 $0.00 $25.00 
Bookkee in 5220110 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Pa 011 (Coun Services) 5220110 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Co y Machines 5211510 $566.66 $556.08 $10.58 
Tele hone & Internet 5210700 $150.00 $0.00 $150.00 

-Total 683, 14690 -$463.58 

   

      

U kee  5220810 $5,500.00 $6,066.26 -$566.26 

Book Binding 5220100 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

ollecüoujTotaIßz  $6  

   

     

Total Monthl Ex enditures $29,879.68 $13,514.92 $16,364.76 

   

$173,298.70 $10,026.15 $54,176.07 

 

to Date 

PROJECTED CREDITS 

GL No. 4310215 Court Filing Fees $112,000.00 
GL No. 4410125 Interest $112.00 
GL No. 4710113 Photo Copies $4,666.64 
GL No. 4710113 Book Sales $140.00 
GL No. 4710615 Donations $333.28 
GL No. 4631810 Proctoring $640.00 
GL No. 4631810 Fax & Paper Sales $770.00 
GL No. 4631810 Conference Room $360.00 
GL No. 4631810 Other Income $0.00 

 Total edits  1 21. 

ACTUAL CREDITS 

GL No. 4310215 Court Filin Fees $117,765.97 
GL No. 4410125 Interest $41.07 
GL No. 4710113 Photo Co ies $4,031.80 
GL No. 4710113 Book Sales $127.00 
GL No. 4710615 Donations $1,254.50 
GL No. 4631810 Proctoring $935.00 
GL No. 4631810 Fax & Paper Sales $704.70 
GL No. 4631810 Conference Room $1,910.00 



 

GL No. 4631810 Other Income (MCLE $35.00) $297.61 
 GL No. 4810110 Transfer In $15,000.00 

 $1 67 

Difference Between Projected and Actual Credits $23 045.73 

  

     

Libra Director 5110110 $24,960.00 $12,617.14 $12,342.86 
Overtime 5120110 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Library Staff 5110210 $21,840.00 $30,021.96 -$8,181.96 
Retirement/Director 5130510 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Social Securit 5140140 $2,901.60 $2,643.62 $257.98 
Medicare 5140141 $678.64 $618.26 $60.38 
Health Benefits 5130120 $1,592.00 $0.00 $1,592.00 
Workers Compensation 5140115 $936.00 $533.75 $402.25 
Unem 10 ent 5140145 $1,497.60 $452.48 $1,045.12 

 E Total  $46 .21 $7 18 

  

     

Insurance 5210510 $4,333.28 $2,426.75 $1,906.53 
Postage/Pet Cash 5220146 $200.00 $0.00 $200.00 
Office Su  lies 5220110 $3,000.00 $7,314.16 -$4,314.16 
Pro •ects 5220110 $200.00 $0.00 $200.00 
Bookkee in 5220110 $1,933.28 $0.00 $1,933.28 
Pa 011 (County Services) 5220110 $1,726.64 $0.00 $1,726.64 
Co y Machines 5211510 $4,533.28 $3,242.64 $1 ,290.64 
Tele hone & Internet 5210700 $1,800.00 $2,869.93 -$1,069.93 

Total $17   

  

     

U kee  5220810 $44,000.00 $48,483.88 -$4,483.88 

Book Bindin 5220100 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

-Tot*—_ -$442 woo   

  

    

Total Monthl Ex enditures $142,067.65 $111,224.57 $30,843.08 

   

$173,298.70 $10,000.00 $54,176.07 



 

MCLL FILING FEE REVENUE 
FISCAL 

YEAR 
2010/2011 2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 

2014/2015 

MONTH 
     

JULY 22,977.66 20,540.55 18,553.72 17,112.03 15,325.97 

AUGUST 23,960.43 21,718.70 18,993.11 15, 217.06 16,919.18 

SEPT. 21,722.04 18.661.46 17,773.96 15,432.17 16,074.18 

OCTOBER 21,675.44 19,906.84 19,163.96 15,217.59 14,560.64 

NOV. 21,320.14 18,609.36 14,605.25 13,983.15 14,926.06 

DECEMBER 21,817.93 19,736.75 17,096.40 16,688.32 13,698.16 

JANUARY 20,296.35 18,939.59 16,072.57 14,588.83 12,812.89 

FEBRUARY 19,451.28 20,767.28 15,160.56 14,836.86 13,448.58 

MARCH 22,904.59 25,481.90 17,544.43 15,218.51 12,840.74 

APRIL 19,761.98 10,562.85 15,398.28 
14, 144.44  

MAY 22,159.40 17,793.36 17, 385.67 15,321.18 
 

JUNE 22,249.53 17,892.17 16,637.38 14,850.97 
 

      

TOTAL 260,296.77 230,610.81 204,385.29 182,611.11 130,606.40 

      

FISCAL 

YEAR 
2010/2011 2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 

YEAR 

TO DATE 

196,145.86 184,362.43 154,963.96 138,294.52 130,606.40 

Each current month's filing fee revenue represents income generated from the 

Court filings of two months ago. March revenue comes from January filings, etc. 
 



 

Marin County Law Library 

March 2015 WARRANTS 

(Account Balance $50,871.04) 
 

 
Vendor 

 

AT&T Cainet 2 

Current 

Amount Due 

Suggested 

Payment 
Remaining 

Balance 

1 $86.15 $86.15 0.00 

2 BNA $1 ,371.32 $1 ,371.32 0.00 

3 County Collections $27.50 $27.50  

4 De Lage Landon $556.08 $556.08 0.00 

5 Hartford Insurance $397.25 $397.25  

6 Inland Business Systems tbd tbd 0.00 

7 LexisNexis $1 ,575.74 $1,575.74 0.00 

8 Nolo Press $28.78 $28.78  

9 Office Depot $34.00 $34.00 0.00 

10 Quill $98.29 $98.29 0.00 

11 Sonic SPTJ/Chien Liew $150.62 $150.62 0.00 

12 SPTJ Consulting 

Maintenance 

$877.50 $877.50 

0.00 

13 Sta les $80.06 $80.06 0.00 

14 Westlaw Next $1,701.34 $1,701.34 0.00 

15 West Payment Center $1,004.56 $1 ,004.56 0.00 

 Totals: $7,989.19 7,989.19  

     

     

     

     

Salaries: $6,329.45  

Total Expenses: $14,318.64  



 

 
Total Revenue 

Available: 
$50,871.04 

Total 

Expenditures 

(proposed): 

$14,318.64 

Remaining 

Cash Balance: 
$36,552.40 

MEMORANDUM 
TO: MCLL Board Members 

FROM: Laurie Vaala-Olsen 

DATE: March 9, 2015 

Proposal to Appropriate Community Service Funds, ADR Backfill Funds 

and Unallocated Funds 

 

I propose that the Board make the following appropriations to the MCLL 2014-2()15 

Budget: 

A. $18,856.30 in Community Service Funds, ADR Backfill Funds, and 

Unallocated Funds for Library Operating Expenses 

At the October 20, 2014 Board Meeting, the Board voted to appropriate the 

abovereferenced funds to the Law Library's Operating Funds (pages 2-3 of the October 

2015 Minutes, attached). However, pursuant to a conversation with Phil Scott at the 

County, in order to have access to spend the money, the Board must appropriate the funds 

to one or more specific line item accounts in the Law Library's Budget. Pursuant to a 

conversation with Ben Gale regarding allocation of these funds, I propose that they be 

appropriated as follows: 

1. $4,329.30 Salaries and Wages Account No. 5110000 

2. $3,000.00 Office Supplies Account No. 5220100 

3. $2,000.00 Telephone & Internet Account No. 5210700 

4. $9 527.00 Upkeep of Collection Account No. 522081() 

 

TOTAL: $18,856.30 

B. $15,000 in Community Service Funds Received from County of Marin 



 

Pursuant To Community Service Agreement Dated January 2, 2015 

Pursuant to a meeting that Jason and Ben had with Matthew Hymel in the Fall of 2014, the 

County agreed to provide to the Law Library a one-time grant of funds to "be used to offset 

general support costs to allow the library to maintain its hours of operation and provide 

services." Those funds were transferred to the Law Library's account in February 

2015. In order to access the funds, the Board must appropriate the money to specific line 

Page I of 2 

item accounts in the Law Library Budget. I propose that the Board appropriate only part of 

the funds at the present time, and leave the remainder in unallocated funds. 

 1. $6,900 Salaries and Wages Account No. 5110000 

This leaves $8,100 as an unallocated amount in the operating fund for future use. 
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fees was $16,074.18. The Unrestricted Fund Balance on October 20, 2014 was 
$32,548.51 , including the October filing fee deposit. 

Jason stated that an August Fiscal Report was not printed because the internet 
was down during the Law Library's relocation. Sam requested that the August 
Fiscal Report be printed out and placed in the Law Library's archives. This will be 
done. 

3.2 October Warrants 

The Board reviewed a schedule of warrants for payment in October. It was 
moved by Alexandria, and seconded by Elliot, that all warrants on the schedule 
be paid as listed. The motion was approved 6-0. 

4. Librarian's Report: 

4.1 Discuss meetinq with Countv Administrator 

Ben stated that this item would be tabled to allow enough time for discussion of 
another item on the agenda. 

4.2 Discuss Meeting with MCBA, Superior Court and Self-Help Center 

Ben announced that this item would also be tabled. 

5. Old Business 

 5.1  Adopt Law Library Strategic Plan 

Ben distributed copies of the Strategic Plan with his proposed changes for the 
Board's review. The matter was then tabled until a later time. 

5.2 Create Law Library Membership Proqram 

Ben tabled this item for discussion at a later date. 

Kim Turner and Sheila Lichtblau joined the meeting at this point. 

6. New Business 

6.1  Appropriate $18,856.30 in Community Service Funds, ADR Backfill 

Funds, and Unallocated Funds for Library Operating Expenses 

Jason informed the Board that the $18,856.30 is comprised of $4,085 in 
Community Service Funds received from the Marin County Board of Supervisors 
pursuant to a Grant proposal, $9,527 in Alternative Dispute Resolution funds that 
were owed to ADR by the Law Library, but the County Administrator agreed it 
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would be detrimental to the Law Library Budget if the funds were returned to 
ADR so he agreed to allow the Law Library to keep the funds, and $5,234.30 in 

Unallocated Funds that originally were made a part of the Law Library's Reserve 
Account, but were never appropriated, so they must be appropriated in order for 
the Law Library to have access to them. Steven moved, and Alexandria seconded, 
to appropriate $18,856.30 in Unallocated Funds to the Law Library's Operating 
Funds. The motion was approved 6-0. 

6.2 Delete G/L Account 52201 10 and Appropriate $5,490 for Operatinq 

Expenses 

Jason reported that County Administrator Matthew Hymel said the County has 
not in the past, and is not planning to, charge the Law Library for the expense of 
the bookkeeping and payroll services that County Staff provide to the Law 
Library. Steven moved, and Alexandria seconded, that the Law Library delete 
General Ledger Account Number 52201 10 and appropriate $5,490 for Library 
operating expenses. The motion was passed 6-0. 

6.3 Discuss Law Librarv Operating Hours 

Ben tabled discussion of this item. 

6.4 Book Alarm Svstem 

Jason reported that the Law Library has two old book gates, only one of which 
works. He stated that newer book gate systems cost approximately $3,000, but 
are more functional in that they extend all the way to the wall on both sides of 
the gate. The other alternative would be to purchase Wi-Fi video cameras, which 
would cost approximately $500. Discussion ensued regarding the relative merits 
of each system. The Board decided to put up the old book gates for now. 

6.5 Establish Fee Schedule for Conference Room Amenities 

Jason stated that there has not been an increase in the existing $15 per hour and 
$60 per day rate for rental of the Law Library conference room in many years. 
He suggested raising the rental rate to $30 per hour and $120 for a full day. 
Following discussion regarding who typically uses the conference room, and 
insuring that there is an allowance for non-profits to use the room free of charge 
pursuant to an application process similar to that used by the Courts, with the 
details to be determined later, the Board decided that rental rates for the 
conference room would be a matter of Law Library policy. Therefore, no motion 
for a Board resolution was necessary. 
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To: Steven Schoonover 

From: Delos Putz 

Date: March 11, 2015 

Borrowing Fees 

In January 2015, at Ben Gale's request, I undertook to look into borrowing 
fees being charged by some County Law Libraries as part of a "membership" 
program. After looking at B&P S 6320 and speaking with County Law Librarians in 
Sonoma, Alameda, Orange and Los Angeles Counties, I concluded that imposing 
borrowing fees does not seem to be a prudent way to increase library income under 
current law. 

1. Summary 

For some years, both the Orange County Law Library and LA County Law Library 
imposed a $50 annual borrowing fee on both attorneys and the general public, Both 
counties were sued (Orange in 2008 and LA in 2010) by an Orange County lawyer 
who specializes in consumer and class action cases. Both suiG were brought on 
behalf of a class of attorneys resident in the county on the basis that the borrowing 
fee violated an express provision in B&P Code S 6360 that borrowing fees "shall not 
exceed the cost of providing the service." The text of S 6360 is set forth in Part 2, 
below and discussed in Part 3 below. Both suits were settled by class-wide 
settlements in which the Trustees of each Library (five judges and two lawyers in 
each County) agreed not to charge borrowing fees to resident attorneys. The Library 
Trustees in both Orange and LA apparently were persuaded that they were unlikely 
to prevail on the issue of whether the $50 annual fee —imposed whether the patron 
borrowed one book or 100 books a year--exceeded the cost of providing the serv'ice. 
While the monetary terms of the settlements were not made publict I believe that 
some damages were paid by the Libraries' insurers and that the plaintiffs' counsel 
recovered attorney fees under CCP 1021.5, the Private Attomey General Act 

As discussed in Part 3, below, the language of S 6320 is ambiguous It is not clear 
whether the "cost of providing the service" language in the last sentence of S 6360 
applies only to borrowing fees charged to resident attorneys, or whether would also 
apply to "dues for the privilege of removing books and other publications" charged to 
the general public. Nevertheless, after the Orange and LA suits were settled, the 
Library 

Trustees in both counties decided to stop charging borrowing fees to anyone because 
(1) any borrowing fee posed a risk of another lawsuit and they did not want to be 
sued again; (2) charging the general public a borrowing fee while not charging lawyers 
would offend a lot of people; (3) a fee limited to the provable cost of providing the 
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borrowing service would not generate significant income; and (4) it made more sense 
to establish 

a "membership" program that would encourage patrons, especially lawyers, to pay 
more substantial fees for other special privileges. For a description of the LA Library's 
annual membership programs (Bronze $195, Silver $495, and Gold $995) go to 
http://www.lalawlibrary.org/index.php/services-
rentals/members/prospective.html„ Only 250 lawyers have joined the LA program so 
far and it is too early to tell whether it will produce income that exceeds the cost of 
providing the special services. 

I was told that only two counties are currently charging borrowing fees, San Diego 
($45 a year for attorneys, $10 a year for non-attorneys) and Sonoma ($125 a year or 
$65 for six months, for al! borrowers). I was also told that the same attorney who 
brought the suits in Orange and LA has recently filed suit against the trustees of the 
San Diego County Law Library, 

Proposed Legislation: The California Council of County Law Librarians (CCCLL) has 
made several attempts in recent years to get legislation passed that would expand 
the ability of County Law Libraries to charge fees for their services. None have been 
successful. 

On February 17, 2015, a bill (SB 711) being pushed by CCCLL was introduced in the 

California State Senate co-sponsored by two Democratic Senators from Northern 

California, Lois Wolk, District 3 (parts of Sonoma, Napa, Contra Costa) and Bob 
Wiekowski, District 10 (southem Alameda and Santa Clara). SB 711 would amend the 
second paragraph of B&P Code S 6360 by expanding the "special services" for which 
County Law Libraries may charge (photocopies and messenger services) to include 
"electronic delivery and other delivery services, educational programs, special events 
and provision of supplies or food services." It would also remove language limiting 
the charge for such "special services" to covering the cost of providing the services. 
However, it would not change the language in the third paragraph of S 6360 limiting 
borrowing fees to "the cost of providing the service." (See Part 5, below for text.) 

Bottom Line: Imposing borrowing fees does not seem to be a prudent way to 

increase library income under current law or under the amendments proposed 

in SB 711. 

The remainder of this memo covers the following: 

Part 2--Text of  6360 

Part 3— B&P 6360 is Ambiguous 
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Part 4-—More on what Orange and LA are doing 

Part 5—Text of SB 711 

2. Text of  S 6360 

6360, Use of library; charges 

Currentness 

A law library established under this chapter shall be free to the judiciary, to state and county 

officialst to members of the State Bar, and to all residents of the county, for the examination of 

books and other publications at the library or its branches, 

The board of law library trustees may permit the removal of such books and other publications from 

the library and its branches as it considers proper, subject to such rules, and, in its discretion, the 

giving of such security, as it may provide to ensure the safekeeping and prompt return thereof* but 

no security shall be required of members of the judiciary or county officials. The board may provide 

for the levying of fines and charges for violation of the rules, and may make charges to cover the 

cost of special services, such as the making of photo copies of pages of library bookst and messenger 

service. 

The board of law library trustees may require persons other than members of the judiciary, county 

officials, and members of the bar resident in the county, to pay such dues as the board may fix for 

the privilege of removing books and other publications from the library. With the approval of the 

board of supervisors, the board of law library trustees may charge individual members of the bar 

resident in the county fees for the removal of books and other publications from the library. These 

fees shall not exceed the cost of providing the service. 

Credits 

(Added by  c. 452, p. 1745, S Amended by Stats. 1941, c. 453, p. 1749, S 10; Stats.1990, c. 
56 (S R 1609), S 2, eff. April 20. 1990) 

3. B&P 6360 is Ambiguous about Borrowing Fees 

B&P 6360 is not a modef of clear drafting. 

The first paragraph provides that examining materials at the County Law Library 
shall be free to "the judiciary, to state and county officials, to members of the State 
Bar and to all residents of the county." This appears to leave the board free to 
charge members of the general public who are not residents of the county for using 

the law library, but I am not aware of any County that goes to the trouble of 
checking the ID of all of its patrons and attempting to charge an entrance fee to 
those who cannot prove they are residents of the County, 
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The second paragraph provides that the library's board of trustees may allow "such 
library materials e.. as it considers proper" to be borrowed, may establish rules for 
borrowing, may require a security deposit (except from judges or county officials), 
and may impose fines and charges for violation of the rules. It also provides that the 
board may charge for "special services, such as the making of photo copies . , . and 
messenger service." 

The third paragraph authorizes the board to require borrowers (other than judges, 
county officials, and members of the bar resident in the county) to pay "dues for the 
privilege" of borrowing materials. It then goes on to provide: "With the approval of 
the board of supervisors" the board may charge "individual members of the bar 
resident in the county fees for the removal of books and other publications from the 
library." The paragraph then concludes, "These fees shall not exceed the cost of 
providing the service," 

It is clear that 'these fees shall not exceed the cost of providing the service" applies 
to fees charged (with permission of the county supervisors) to attorneys resident in 
the county "for the removal of books". It is not clear whether the cost restriction 
also applies to the "dues for the privilege of borrowing" that the trustees may 
impose on the general public and on lawyers who are not of the county, 

4. More on What Orange and LA Have Done 

After the law suits in Orange and LA were settled, trustee in both Counties decided 
not to charge borrowing fees to any patrons (for the reasons suggested at the 
bottom of page 1). The LA Law Library website states that no borrowing fees (other 
than deposits and late fines) will be charged for borrowing materials. 
htp://www.lalawfibrary.org/index.php/services-rentals/borrower-
information/feesfines,htmi. Rather oddly, Orange County did not remove the $50 
fee from its published borrowing rules after the settlement Their published rules still 
say that borrowers, other than judges and government officials, must pay "$50 
annual dues/fees" in order to borrow materials. See www.ocpll.org/policies2/. But 
the rule is no longer enforced, No borrowing fees are charged either to attorneys or 
the public. 

Part 5—Senate Bill 711 

Introduced by Senator Wolk 

(Coauthor: Senator Wieckowski) 

(Coauthor: Assembly Member Alejo) 

February 27, 2015 

An act to amend Section 6360 of the Business and Professions Code, relating to law 

libraries. 
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legislative counsel's digest 

SB 711, as introduced, Wolk. Law libraries: charges. 

Existing law authorizes the board of law library trustees to permit the removal of any books 

and other publications from the library and its branches as it considers proper, subject to 

the rules, and in its discretion, the giving of security as the board provides. Existing law 

authorizes the board to provide for the levy of fines and charges for violation of the rules, 

and authorizes the board to impose charges to cover the cost of special services, such as 

the making of photocopies of pages of library books and messenger service. 

This bill would additionally authorize the board to impose charges for electronic delivery, 

other delivery services, educational programs, special events, and provision of supplies or 

food services. 
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no. State-mandated local program: no. 
The people ofthe State ofCalifornia do enact as follows: 

SECTION i . Section 6360 of the Business and Professions Code is amended to read: 

6360. A law library established under this chapter shall be free to the judiciary, to state 
and county officials, to members of the State Bar, and to all residents of the county, for the 
examination of books and other publications at the library or its branches. 
The board of law library trustee.s may permit the removal of such books and other 

publications from the library and its branches as it considers proper, subject to such rules, 

and, in its discretion, the giving of such security, as it may provide to ensure the safekeeping 

and prompt return thereof, but no security shall be required of members of the judiciary 

or county officials. The board may provide for the levying of fines and charges for violation 

of the rules, and may make charges to cover the cost offör special services, such as the 

making of photo copies photocopies of pages of library books, and electronic delivery, 

messenger service. and other delivery services, educational programs, special events, 

andprovision ofsupplies orfood services. 

The board of law library tmstees may require persons other than members of the 

judiciary, county officials, and members of the bar resident in the county, to pay such dues 

as the board may fix for the privilege of removing books and other publications from the 

library. With the approval of the board of supervisors, the board of law library üustees 

may charge individual members of the bar resident in the county fees for the removal of 

books and other publications from the library, These fees shall not exceed the cost of 

providing the service. 

Marin Law Library/Borrowing fees.3.10.15 


