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Present: Ben Gale, Steven Schoonover, Marta Osterloh, Sam Ware, 

Alexandria Quam, Bob Begley, Elliot Bien and Jason Voelker, Ex-
Officio Secretary. 

 

Absent: No absences. 
 
Call to Order 
 

Ben Gale determined that there were sufficient members to constitute a quorum, 
convened the meeting at 5:24 p.m., and thereafter presided. 
 

1.  Approval of March Minutes 
 

Draft minutes of the March meeting were distributed and reviewed. Marta moved 
to approve the minutes as written. Sam seconded. The motion was approved 6-
0, with Steven abstaining because he was not present for March’s meeting. 
 

2.  Open Forum 
 

In addressing the Board, Bill Hale stated that he has several ideas for a “Friend’s 
of the Library Group.” Many of his ideas are in the preliminary stages of 
development; however, he looks forward to unveiling them at a subsequent 
meeting. The Board thanked Bill for his comments. 
 

3. Financial Report 

3.1 March’s Fiscal Report:   
 

Jason presented the Library’s Financial Statement.  The unrestricted fund 
balance as of March 31, 2014 was $23,067.75. The income from Court filing fees 
was $14,144.44, $1,253,84 below that of March 2013. The Unrestricted Fund 
Balance on March 21 was 34,488.35, including the April filing fee deposit. 
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3.2  April Warrants 
 

Jason presented April’s Schedule of Warrants with one modification – a $420 
invoice for the cost of dues with the California Council of County Law Librarians. 
Steven inquired into the Library’s previous contract with Quill Paper Company 
and asked whether we still do business with them. Jason explained that the 
Library’s credit account with Quill was closed during the previous fiscal year and 
that in order to purchase Quill products the Library must now make all purchases 
up-front. 
 

Motion by Ben, seconded by Steve, that the Library attach CCCLL’s invoice of 
$420 as an addendum to the Schedule of Warrants, that Jason be pre-authorized 
to make purchases of up to $500 from Quill, and that all warrants on the 
schedule should be paid as listed.  Motion approved 7-0.  
 

4.  Librarian’s Report 
 

 4.1  Phone Services 
 

Jason stated that the Library is currently scheduled to execute its contract with 
AT&T’s Calnet Unit on May 1, 2014. There was a month-long delay that occurred 
for two reasons. First, the Library spent some time exploring the parameters of 
Business & Professions Code section 6361 with the County’s IT Department 
(section 6361 has been interpreted by other law libraries to include free phone 
services at county expense). The second cause for delay was that the setup 
costs exceeded the Trustees’ authorization by $625.   
 

As for section 6361, Jason said that the IT Department lacks the authority to 
absorb the costs associated with the Library’s phone services. However, during 
these discussions it was suggested that we speak with the County Administrator 
to determine whether the Board of Supervisors can allocate funds under this 
provision.  Jason stated that there are a number of law libraries that have entered 
MOUs with their respective Board of Supervisors, and, given the statewide 
funding crisis that law libraries are currently facing, it may be advantageous to 
seek an MOU with the County, which could include allocations for phone, internet 
and other services.  As for the additional $625 that exceeded initial projections, 
County IT ultimately agreed to satisfy it as a one-time courtesy. 
 

 4.2  Applicants for Library Assistant Position 
 

Commenting on the hiring process, Jason informed the Trustees that he received 
10 applications for the Assistant Librarian position, with 8 of those candidates 
receiving interviews. Jason felt that the best candidate for the position was Laurie 
Vaala-Olsen, a certified paralegal with 20-plus years of legal experience. The 
Board was happy with this selection, with Ben stating that Laurie previously 
worked for the Law Library, has a friendly demeanor, and has always assisted 
Library patrons. Laurie’s official start date is Tuesday, May 27, 2014. 
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 4.3  Library’s Hours of Operation 
 

With the reduction in publishing expenses, in conjunction with the funds provided 
from the County’s Community Service Fund, Jason stated that there is enough 
money in the budget to add 6 additional hours of staff time. Jason suggested that 
the hours be added to Laurie’s work schedule, which would allow the Library to 
remain open later into the evening.  Sam liked the idea of remaining open on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday evenings. Ben agreed, and suggested that 
the Library remain open Friday afternoons as well. A motion was made by Marta, 
seconded by Sam, to add 6 hours of staff time per week and extend the Library’s 
hours of operation to 54 hours a week, with the following schedule being 
implemented on May 27, 2014:  
  

 Monday – 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday – 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.  

 Friday – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

 Saturday – CLOSED  

 Sunday – Noon to 4 p.m.  
 

The motion was approved 7-0. 
 

4.4   Internship Program at Law Library 
 

Jason informed the Board that he is working on establishing a Paralegal Student 
Internship Program and that before he moves any further he needs the Board’s 
approval to enter an agreement with San Francisco State University.  Ben liked 
the idea of having an internship program at the library, but expressed concern 
about the additional workload for Library staff.  Jason stated that the initial 
training would increase staff’s work, but that the increased workload will be offset 
by the service each intern would provide during the semester. Each intern is 
limited to a semester and the program may be discontinued if it proves too 
onerous for staff. In responding to Alexandria’s question about the level of 
experience prospective interns will have, Jason stated that they are generally in 
their last semester of school and are only several months away from becoming 
certified paralegals. 

Motion by Steve, seconded by Marta, that Jason continue exploring the creation 
of an Internship Program with San Francisco State University, and that any 
developments be reported to the Board.  The motion was approved 7-0. 
 
5.  Old Business 
 

5.1   Amend Article 6, section 1 of the Bylaws: Reschedule Regular 
Meeting Date and Time        

 
No vote was taken to amend the Board’s regular meeting date and time. 
However, members of the Board agreed to reschedule the next regular meeting 
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to Monday, May 19, 2014 at 5:15 p.m. Jason is directed to provide proper notice 
in accordance with the Brown Act. 
 
 5.2 Marin Community Service Funds Sponsorship 
 
The Trustees were happy to discover that the Board of Supervisors sponsored 
the Library’s Community Service Funds Application and have pledged $4,085 to 
the Library to satisfy several outstanding service subscriptions and to help the 
Library maintain its operational hours. The Trustees thanked Marta for the hard 
work she put into the Library’s application and stated that, in light of the current 
state-wide law library funding crisis, the additional funds come at a much needed 
time. 
 

6.  New Business 
 

6.1  Discuss meeting with Marin Community Foundation 
 

The Trustees discussed the Library’s upcoming meeting with the Marin 
Community Foundation (MCF). Alexandria stated that she introduced Jason to 
the program director for legal services at MCF, Patti D’Angelo Juachon. The 
purpose of the introduction and subsequent meeting is to express the Law 
Library’s interest in MCF’s strategic planning process and to obtain funds for 
legal reference services for low-income residents.  Without additional funds, the 
Library will ultimately have to reduce services and shorten Library operation 
hours. Jason stated that there is a common misconception that the Library is a 
satellite office for attorneys when, in fact, 45% of our patrons are low-income 
residents who are unable to access the judicial system without the aid of the 
Library.  Alexandria concurred, stating that Legal Aid can only provide so much 
assistance. Moreover, Legal Aid may only assist one party in a case, leaving the 
other party without legal access save for the Law Library. Steve stated that he 
will attend the meeting and will invite Elizabeth Brekhus, Marin County Bar 
President, to attend the meeting as well. 
 
 6.2 Adopt Retirement Resolution for Suzan Sharpley 
 
The Trustees recognized and honored Suzan Sharpley for her fourteen-plus 
years of service to the Marin County Law Library and discussed her contributions 
to the fulfillment of the Library’s mission of service to the bench, bar, and the 
people of Marin County. After the Trustees expressed deep appreciation and 
gratitude for Suzan’s dedication, a motion was made by Ben, seconded by Marta, 
to adopt a resolution honoring Suzan on behalf of the Marin County Law Library 
Board of Trustees.  The motion was approved 7-0. 
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7.  Adjournment 
 
All business before the Board having been considered, the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:47 p.m.  The next Marin County Law Library Board of Trustees 
meeting is Monday, May 19, 2014 at 5:15 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

       
             
Ben Gale, Chair                      Jason Voelker, Ex-Officio Secretary 


